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FIGHTING SHIPS OF TIIE U. S. A.

,.
Many types of ships and aircraft make up the United States Navy. Mammoch

battleships, with their protecting escorts of destroyers, range over the oceans.
In the air above, long-range flying boats patrol far and wide,- and trim fighting craft
from an aircraft carrier speed to attack the enemy. Submarines beneath the surfa(=
shallow-draft gunboats in the rivers, "speedy torpedo boats, tCnders, transports, cargo
vessels, hospital ships—each ship is constructed and equipped for its special task in

"- . Md~ppli~bpr&yk'ms of defense—and attack.
datilgha)s of the U. S. Fleet are floating fortresses, "arrrSted at important points

with 16-inch steel. They carry batteries of 14-inch and i6-inch guns, with firing ranges
of over 20 miles, plus smaller guns and anti-aircraft batteries. Our battleships dis-
place "from 26,000 to 58,000 tons and have speeds of 20 to more than 30 knots. They

carry three or four seaplanes launched from catapults· "k ©a.
An aircraft carrier stores from 80 to 120 Planes—fighters,muivS, bombers, torpedo-

planes bel,ovvj its flight deck, to wiiMi an elevator lifts them when the are ready to

t"kq , ,¥ °$iers displace from 14,500 to 3 |Ltons m*m'g,gg ,, O 2,000 men.

-,
-.&rdisers displace from 7,000 to 10,00 . "ns 'Wtravei at moreuhgl' 32 knots.

Heavy cruisers carry nine or ten B-inch guns as main battCries, while light cruisers
carry up to fifteen 6-inch guns. Both carry seaplanes launched from catapults.

Destroyers dash through the water at over 35 knots, and displace from 1,000 to
2,000 tons. They carry five or six 5-inc6 guns and anri-aircraft batteries, Plus torpedo
tubes and depth-charge guns for fighting submarines.

Submarines vary in size, displacing from 620 to more than 2,000 tons when,SgtF
merged. They travel at 141/2 knots and more on die surface, 11 knots and more uiider

the water. They carry deck ¥uns and [(jrl'edo tubes.
Naval aircraft are of many types—patrol bombers (flying boats ), seapiane,s, land-

planes, amphibia±? and airships. Gunboats are s.?a!!l iightiy armed ships Iql use in
shallow watersMtrOi torpedo boats ate smalt,p=gu! motorboats carrying torpedo
tubes. The Navy has many other craft, known as ,the"atrain," for specialized tasks —

cargo boats, tankers, oilers, tenders, etc. '""'· .~-.-
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Battleship: MISSISSIPPI
Other battleships of the U. S. Fleet
at start of the Jap war were: Ari-
zona, Arkansas, California, Colo-
rado, ldabo, Maryland, Nei'ada,
New Mexico, New Jtbrk, Nortb
Carolina, Oklaboma, Pennsyl-
uania, Tennessee, Texas, J¥Zisbing-
ton, West Virginia.

µ Oo 2
Gunboat: ERIE

(A)n)n)i551(mt'd 19 56. I)lxl)lil('t'[]lt'f)t

2,(K)() cons. I.t'ngth 328 ft·c-1. Arma-

Il)Cf)[ four 6-inch guns, [(.'i) anti-
aircraft guns. Rated' bp(.'t'(l 2Oknots.

Personnel 2(X). (jLl[)l)oa[s still have

in)l)orta[)[ f unctions. 'I 1)(.'\' have
d

shallow drat [ and thus can be
moved It) tor ()l)t'ra[lo[)5 close 1()

tht' shore. Natnecl for cities.



No. eS
Non-rigid Airship

The "blimp," held aloft by helium
gas and powered by a gasoline
motor, is useful for close inshore
patrol, owing to its low speed and
resultant leisure to observe ap-
proaching enemy submarines. The
Navy also has one rigid Zeppelin-
type airship, Los Angeles.
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No. 4
Destroyer: FARRAGUT

Commissioned 1934. Displacement
1,375 tons. Length 341 feet, 3
inches. Armament five 5-inch guns,
four 1.57-inch anti-aircraft guns,
eight 2l-inch torpedo tubes. Rated
speed 36.5 knots. Personnel 160.
Also of this class: Hull, Dale, "
Dewey, MacDonougb, Monagban,
Aylu'in, Worden.










































