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DECORATIONSIN ORDER OF PREFERENCE

O MEDAL OF HONOR (Army, Navy, Marine Corps)
AWARDED TO: Any person who, while in the armed services of the United
States shall in action involving actual combat with the enemy or in the line
of his profession, distinguish himself conspicuously by gallantry and intrepidity
at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty and without detriment
to the mission.

@ DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS (Army)
AWARDED TO: Any person for extraordinary heroism in connection with
military operations against an armed enemy while serving in any capacity
with the Army of the United States.

@ NAVY CROSS(Navy)
AWARDED TO: Any person serving in any capacity with the Naval service
of the United States who distinguishes himself by extraordinary heroism in
connection with military operations against an armed enemy.

€) DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL (Army)
AWARDED TO: Any person for especially meritorious service in a duty of
great responsibility while serving in any capacity with the Army of the
United States.

© DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL (Navy)
AWARDED TO: Any person who while serving in any capacity with the Navy
of the United States has distinguished himself by especially meritorious service
to the Government in a duty of great responsibility.

e LEGION OF MERIT (Army, Navy, Marino Corps)
AWARDED TO: Personnel of the armed forces of the United States and the
Philippines; and personnel of the armed forces of friendly foreign nations
who since September 8, 1939 shall have distinguished themselves by excep-
tionally meritorious conduct in the performance of outstanding service.

© SILVER STAR MEDAL (Army, Navy, Marine COrps)
AWARDED TO: Any person who while serving in any capacity with the
Armed Forces of the United States has distinguished himself conspicuously by
gallantry and intrepidity in action not sufficient to justify the award of Medal
of Honor, Distinguished Service Cross (Army) or Navy Cross (Navy).

® PURPLE HEART (Army, Navy, Marino Corps)
AWARDED TO: Persons wounded in action against the enemy of the United
States while serving with the armed forces of the United States or as a result
of act of such enemy if woUndea necessitated treatment by medical officer

O DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS (Army, Navy, Marine Corps)
AWARDED TO: Any person for heroism or extraordinary achievement while
participating in aerial Right.
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"Battle Front and Home Front."
.In the dank jtmgles of New Guinea men creep stealthily '

towards a Japanese outpost . . . Tank crews jounce
in mud and ruts as the General Shermans go into action in
the hills of Tunisia. . . ". On a cjestroyer in the South
Pacific the crew is at battle stations, tensely waiting for
the enemy convoy to take shape in the tropic darkness.

. . . In the reacjy room of a carrier pjots get theirfinal briefing. . . . High above the Mediterranean a
bomber jjiiot spots an Italian suppjy ship and starts the
dive that may send her to the bottom. . . . A mer-
chantman in the North Atlantic lurches and quivers as a
German torpedo finds its mark. . . .

These are Fighting Americans, striking at the enemy
.on every battle front, on every ocean. in every sky.

Thousands of miles away a shift cllmnges in an air-
craft factory, and fresh men, and women, too, take up the

work that must not stop. . . . In a shipyard a keel
is dropped into place as another freighter slides down the

ways. . . . Women, thousands of them, fill shellsand bombs in long low buildings where orjy a year or
two ago were cornfields and pastures. . . . On farms
all over the nation the pIow turns the earth for a heavy
planting ; there must be food for all. . . .

These are the men and women behind the Fighting
eAmericans.

They—'we—dare not fail. The soldiers and sailorC and
airmen of the United States are brave men, and they
know the ways of war. But, by themselves, they are help-
less. Without gtins and tanks and planes and bombs and
food and medicines and sh;ps they are easy prey for the
enemy. Let us remember that 'when 'we are temptecf to
loaf on the assembly line, or 'waste food, or cheat on
gasoline and oil. Let us remember, too, that if 'we give
in to the temptation, American boys may die needlessly,
the vvar may be prolonged, victory may be imperilled.

There is nothing spectactjar about the home front.
Medals of Honor aren't given to munitions workers : good
farmers aren't decorated for valor. But vvhen v;ctory
comes, there vvill be deep and permanent satisfaction in
the knowledge that we too had a part in it.
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General Dotigks MacArthur, U.S.A.
Born January 26, 1880

Eiccept for his three and a half years as' Field Marshal
of the Philippine Army, the Supreme Commander of the
Southwest Pacific Area has been in the service of the
United States ever since his graduation at West Point
in 1899. His career has included almost every kind of
exper;ence offered by the United States Army—engineer-
ing work in the Philippines, foreign assignments, staff and
combat duty in France during the World War, service
with the Army of Occupation, instructional work at the
Army Service Schools and the U. S. Military Academy,
corps area commands in the United States, and five years
of service as Chief of Staff.

Upon his retirement from the U. S. ,tf\rrny in 1937,
General MacArthur became Military Adviser to the Philip-
pine Commonwealth, and served in that capacity, and as
Field Marshal of the Philippine Army, until he was re-
called to active duty in 1941. The story of his heroic de-
fence of the islands is recited in the citation which accom-
panied the award, to him, of the Congressional Medal of
Honor :

"He mobilized, trained, and led an army which has
received world acclaim for its gallant defence against a

. . .tremendous superiority of enemy forces in men and arms.
His utter disregard of persona] danger under heavy fire
and aerial bombardment, his calm ;udgment in each crisis
inspired his troops, galvanized the spirit of resistance of
the Filipino people, and confirmed the faith of the Ameri-
can people in their armed forces."

A citation which accompanied an award to General
MacArthur in 1918 contains this sentence: "On a field
where courage was the rule, his courage was the dominant
feature." By his conduct since December 7, 1941, he has

.given these words new meanlng.
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Admiral William F. Halsey. Jr.. U.S.N.

. Born October 30, 1882
When the Grummans roar from the flight deck of a

carrier in the South Pacific, when the cjestroyers and
cruisers slash into a Japanese task force, when submarines
loose their tin fish at the ships of an enemy convoy, they
act under the orders of Admiral William F. HalsW, J"..
Commander of the South Pacific Area and South Pacific

Force.
And they act under the orders of a man who has spent

his whole mature life in the Navy. Halsey graduated from
the United States Naval Academy in 1904. His first assign-
ments were on battleships, but during the World War he

, 8erved in the [)estroyer Force. Post-war service includedduty as Naval Attache in various European capitals, Berlin
amoxig them. At the age of 52, Halsey learned to fjy.
After qualifying as a Naval Aviator, he reported as Com-
manding Officer of the aircraft carrier, U. S. S. Samtoga.
Further experience with tke Navy's air arm led to his
designation, in May, 1940, as Commander, with the rank
of Vice Admiral, of Aircraft, Battle Force. U. S. Fleet.

In February, 1942, Admiral Halsey was awarded the
Distinguished Service Medal by the President of the
United States with the following citation :
"For distinguished service in a duty' of great responsi-

bility as Commander of the Marshall Raiding Force,
United States Pacific Fleet, and especially for hig brilliant
and audacious attack against the Marshall and Gilbert
Islands on January 31, 1942. By his great skill and deter-
mination this drive inflicted heavy damage fo enemy
ships and planes."

Admiral Halsey was promoted to his present ran k
(Admiral, temporary) on November 18, 1942. In addition
to the Distinguished Service Medal he has the Navy
Cross, and decorations from the governments of Mexico,
Chile, and Greece.
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Captain John S. Phillips, U.S.N. ·
Born February 28, 1895

Shortly before 8:00 on the rnornkg of Dec. 7, 1941,
Cdr. John S. Phillip8 was strollinq on the deck of his
ship, the U. S. S. Neosho, an auxillary oiler lying at her
berth at Pearl Harbor. Overhead a droning plane suddenly
went into a power dive. It was the first of the Jap raiders.
At 8:05 the Oklahoma, fifty yards away, went down; at
8:15 the Arizona, three ships distant along the jetty, ex-
ploded .and burst into flames. Ten minutes later Cdr.
Phillips ordered the Neosho's lines cut, and the long g'ay
tanker—the "Fat Girl," her men called her—backed from
her berth. She cleared the Oklahoma, slipped past the

' blazing Arkona, and then, with her engines at full speed,
headed for open water.

Bombs splashed beside her, smoke blew across her in
black billows, but the Neosho made Merry Point and
joined Task Force No. I of the Pacific fleet without losing
a man. And lucky it was that she did, for after Pearl
Harbor, she was the Navjs orjy fleet oiler in the rrUd-
Pacific.

For five months the Neosho fueled the fighting ships
on which the safety of the nation depended. Then, at the
battle of the Coral Sea, she was mortally hit by Jap bombs.
A U. S. destroyer sent her to the bottom.

On February 27, 1942, Cdr. Phillips was promoted to
the rank of Captain for meritorious conduct. On March
14, 1942, he was awarded the NaW Cross. The citation
describes his action at Pearl Harbor:
"Without the assistance of tiigs, Commander Phillips

accomplished the extremely difficult task of getting the
ship underway . . . in a most efficient manner, the
difhculty having been greatly increased by a battleship
having capsized in the harbor." ,
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